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Biology Undergraduate Research Club



A space to get together and talk about research happenings
on & around campus, and how you can get involved!

Guest speakers, peer advice, and faculty mentors are all a
part of our team.

What is BURC?What is BURC?  



Faculty Advisors

Dr. Rosa MoscarellaDr. Laura Francis



President

Events Coordinator

Secretary 

Treasurer

Website DevelopmentCommunity Outreach

Meet the E-Board

Vice-President

Social Media



Increase Awareness to Research

Help those who want to get involved

Talk about interests

Explore different routes (Grad School, RAships)

Explain unknown aspects of research on campus

Goals for the Club



Trying to answer unanswered questions

Coming up with new questions

Understanding things yet to be understood

Making connections

Advancing the scientific field

What is Research?



-plant
-conservation
-ecological

-cell/molecular
-biomedical
-organismic

Types of Research



How do I figure out
what I like?

- Classes
- Asking Around

- Posters and Papers



On-Campus Resources

BUA OURS

Once a semester
Highly competitive
Short deadline

Year-round
Helps with opp.
On/Off campus



However...



However...

Cold Emails





















Dear Dr.                                   ,

Intro Sentence [ “I hope the semester is treating you well”]

My name is         , I am a  [year]  [Major]  student. I am writing about opportunities for undergraduate
research in your lab for     [Time Frame]    . 

I came across your research in           , and I have a high interest in the field [2-3 specific sentences
demonstrating interest in this field + PI’s specific work]. I would love to learn more from you if you
have a research position available. 

I have also attached my resume/CV and transcript to this email. [If you don’t have a
resume/transcript YET, don’t include this part]

[Outro Sentence [ “I look forward to your response, thank you for your time” ]

Best Regards,
Name



Summer 
Opportunities



Lee-SIP

REUs



Why get 
Involved?



What does it mean 
to be involved?



What does it mean 
to be involved?



Feel free to
chat with us!

@umassburc bit.ly/UMassBURC


